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“LONGSHOT”

TEASER

BLACK BOX:

6 - Furlongs

6 - Winners

6 - Bodies

Pick - 6

PRELAP:  HOOVES POUNDING THROUGH THE DIRT...

INT. RACETRACK / BETTING WINDOWS - DAY1 1

CLOSE ON THOROUGHBREDS racing down the homestretch.

As the crowd cheers the finish in the BG, we find DANNY 
ROBERTS (20, nerdy/hip) at his regular WINDOW, making notes 
in a MOLESKINE NOTEBOOK.  He pushes A HUNDRED DOLLARS through 
to a grandfatherly BETTING TELLER.

DANNY
Hundred on Buckey’s Folly.  To win.

TELLER
Hundred... Some streak you’re on, 
huh, Danny.

DANNY
(distracted, writing)

Sorry?

TELLER
You’re really picking winners... 
Seems like you can’t lose this 
week.

THE TICKET pops up from the metal slot in the counter.

DANNY
Yeah... tweaked my system a little.  

Teller looks, as Roberts takes the ticket, leaves.  

Teller puts up a NEXT WINDOW sign and exits...

Danny stops at the CONCESSION STAND, buys a BEER.



INT. RACETRACK / VIP LOUNGE - NOT LONG AFTERA2 A2

IVAN TABAKIAN (40, E. European, shaved head) sits with his 
CREW at a table.  He’s a major player in an L.A. crime 
syndicate with a lethal reputation.  His men laugh at his 
joke; and they’d laugh whether or not it’s funny.

The Teller arrives, speaks to a BODYGUARD...

The Bodyguard pushes MONEY into the Teller’s hand.  The 
Teller leaves...

The Bodyguard crosses to Tabakian at his table, whispers into 
his ear...

Tabakian breaks off his story and nods to TWO OF HIS CREW 
(“GARRY”, “ANDRE”, E.European).  They get up, leave...

Off Tamazarian, picking up his story...

EXT. RACETRACK - NOT LONG AFTER2 2

ON HORSES AND JOCKEYS loading into the STARTING GATES.

DANNY ROBERTS finds a spot near the rail along the home-
stretch, holding a rolled up copy of the DAILY RACING FORUM. 

The BELL SOUNDS.  The horses leap from the gates and race 
down the track.  

WE PICK UP GARRY moving through the crowds in front of the 
bleachers, ignoring the race.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
(over the PA)

...on the rail, Saddlepoint leads 
into the turn.  Factory Bound is 
second.  At the back, Buckey’s 
Folly, the longshot, swings wide to 
the outside...

ON ROBERTS, watching the horses come around the final turn.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Saddlepoint leads down the 
homestretch.  Factory Bound is 
giving ground.  But on the inside, 
here comes the longshot...   

ANDRE steps in behind Roberts, nods to someone off-screen.
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ANDRE’S POV: GARRY closes on Roberts.  He drops a KNIFE into 
his hand.  The CROWD NOISE BUILDS.
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THE CROWD CHEERS in the BG.  ANDRE steps in, pins Roberts’ 
arms to his back, holds him as...  

GARRY STABS ROBERTS TWICE with quick, brutal efficiency.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
At the wire, it’s Buckey’s Folly by 
a nose!

Roberts drops his beer.  GARRY slides him to the ground.  The 
men fade into the oblivious crowd.  

OFF DANNY ROBERTS’ WINNING TICKET...

PRELAP:  THE RHYTHMIC POUNDING OF A TAIKO DRUM, like a fading 
heartbeat...

INT. LARRY’S OFFICE - DAY 3 3

LARRY is pounding a melancholy beat on a big TAIKO DRUM.

CHARLIE enters.  Watches for a beat.

CHARLIE
What are you doing?

LARRY
Did you know that primitive 
societies believed they could use 
percussion as a means of 
communicating with the dead.

CHARLIE
Drumming for someone in particular?

LARRY
Actually, I’m hoping for some 
inspiration.

CHARLIE
Banging bongos worked for Richard 
Feynman.

LARRY
Maybe I should switch instruments.

CHARLIE
Are you still stuck on the Quantum 
Synchronization?  I could try to 
help. 
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LARRY
Thank you, Charles.  I will need 
your help eventually, but I’m still 
mired in the early stages of 
conceptual framework.  

CHARLIE
Mired.  Since when do you get 
mired?  

LARRY
I know.  I know.  And I’m worried 
this is a problem I cannot merely 
drum away.

CHARLIE
What about a good soak in the tub?

LARRY
I’m afraid even water has its 
limitations.  In certain matters of 
the heart... 

CHARLIE
Megan...

LARRY
She’s exciting and she is 
beautiful.  But this thing between 
us is affecting my work.

CHARLIE
What is going on between you two?

Larry paces.  Thinking a beat.

LARRY
I’m not exactly sure.

CHARLIE
You never work well with emotional 
uncertainty...

LARRY
You think that could extend to my 
emotional life as well...

CHARLIE
Honestly, I’m not as familiar with 
that side of you, Larry.
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LARRY
Nor it seems, am I...

EXT. RACETRACK - AFTERNOON4 4

The infield is taped off.  The ME is bagging ROBERTS’ BODY.  
SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES stand the perimeter.  FBI Crime Techs work 
the scene. 

We find COLBY briefing DON.  

COLBY
No real witnesses.

DON
Broad daylight and nobody saw 
anything?

COLBY
When it happened, the longshot was 
winning in a photo finish.  
Everybody was focused on the race.  
This was on the body...

He holds up the MOLESKINE NOTEBOOK in an evidence bag.

COLBY
... something for Charlie.  

DON
What is it?

COLBY
Looks like a pretty complicated 
betting system.  There’s some race 
references in the margins...

DON
Sheriffs find a body with a book of 
equations and we get called in?

COLBY
Call came in-house.
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Colby motions towards SPECIAL AGENT LIZ WARNER (30), FBI 
badge on her belt.  She’s young for her rank; determined and *
ambitious.  She’s talking with TWO FBI AGENTS from her unit. *

Warner sees Don, crosses...

COLBY
Apparently, the track ownership has 
ties to an organized crime group.  
O-C already had an investigation 
underway.

WARNER
Agent Eppes.  Nice to see you.  *

DON *
Liz Warner? *

COLBY
You know each other?

WARNER
Don was my Tactical Training 
Instructor at Quantico.

DON
And it wasn’t all that long ago.  *
You’re heading up an O-C unit?  I’m *
impressed. *

WARNER *
Agent-in-Charge took a leave of *
absence.  I was asked to keep the *
investigation up and running. *

DON *
So what are we dealing with here? *

Don and Warner walk over to the BODY.

WARNER
Owner of the racetrack, Maurice 
Connors, likes to gamble.  Isn’t 
very good at it.  Ivan Tabakian 
bought up his markers...

DON
And muscled his way into the 
business.
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WARNER
Tabakian’s a major player.  His 
crew’s into credit card scams, 
insurance fraud, extortion.  
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DON
What I heard is he leaves a lot of 
bodies...

Warner nods.

DON
So, what do they got going here?

WARNER
A gambling scam.  But we haven’t *
put our finger on it yet.

DON
And you think this homicide’s 
connected.  

WARNER
We found that notebook with the 
body... From the looks of it, seems 
like this kid, Danny Roberts, may 
be helping Tabakian.

DON
Notebook with some equations, 
pretty thin connection to the mob.

WARNER
We also found some betting slips on 
the body.  Past ten days... ninety 
races...  Roberts made more than 
thirty bets.

(off Agents)
And won every single time.

INT. CHARLIE’S OFFICE - DAY 5 5

Larry and Charlie are standing around Larry’s big Taiko drum.

CHARLIE
Explain to me why your drum has to 
be in my office?

LARRY
I had to clear off my floor.  
They’re steaming the carpets in the 
Physics department.

Don and Megan enter.
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CHARLIE
Don?  Are we having dinner?  I 
forgot again?

DON
We’re not having dinner.  I need 
you to look at something.

Don hands him the NOTEBOOK.  Charlie flips through it.

CHARLIE
Oh.  Sure. 

MEGAN
(aside, to Larry)

Speaking of dinner...

LARRY
I know, I know.  I’m sorry.  I’ve 
just been really bogged down with--

MEGAN
Work?

CHARLIE
Hey Larry, come have a look at 
this.  It’s a category-based 
approach to... I’m not sure what 
exactly...

Larry scoots away from Megan.  Takes the notebook.

CHARLIE
But it’s a forecasting system, 
right?  Very sophisticated.

Larry flips through the pages.

LARRY
This is more than just sophisticated, 
Charles.  This reminds me of a topos 
approach to Bach’s music.  

CHARLIE
I did say, “very sophisticated.”

LARRY
Where did this come from?

DON
A murder victim at a racetrack.
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LARRY
A racetrack?  

MEGAN
We think he was using it to pick 
horses.

LARRY
If so, this approach is counter-
intuitive.

DON
Counter-intuitive?

Larry wanders over to his drum, starts tapping on it 
pensively, WILLIAM TELL’S OVERTURE (THE LONE RANGER’S THEME).

CHARLIE
Well yeah... If you’re forecasting 
a horse race, you would normally 
try to pick the winner.  But...

DON
But what, Charlie?

CHARLIE
These equations aren’t designed 
that way.

MEGAN
How are they designed? 

Charlie taps an echo to Larry’s rhythm on the desktop.

CHARLIE VISION:  TIGHT ON HORSES running down a track.  
MUSICAL NOTES AND EQUATIONS kick out of the dust.  WIDE ON A 
RACE as the horses cross the wire.  A CIRCLE DENOTES THE 
SECOND HORSE ACROSS THE LINE.

CHARLIE
They’re designed to ignore the 
winner...

(now gets it)
Because he wasn’t picking the 
winner; he was picking the second 
place horse.  

Off Larry, ta-dum-DUM.

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

INT. FBI / BULLPEN - MORNING6 6

TWO SECOND GRAPHIC BUFFER:  Then Don and Megan are walking.

DON
Why would you design a system to 
pick second place?

MEGAN
And how would that system let you  
pick thirty straight winners?

DON
Doesn’t make sense.

A beat, then...

MEGAN
You’re fixing races on a regular 
basis, you have to run horses that 
are credible as winners.

DON
Right.  Longshot wins too many 
races, things starts to look wrong. 

MEGAN
So you design a system that picks 
horses that could win...  

DON
The second place horse.

MEGAN
And Tabakian makes sure that horse *
gets a little help. *

Enter WORK AREA, Colby at his desk. *

COLBY
Somebody beat us to Danny Roberts’ *
apartment.

(off their look)
There was a break in.  Landlord 
called LAPD.  

INT. STUDIO APARTMENT - MORNING7 7

Megan and Colby step through the ransacked mess of Danny 
Roberts’ apartment.  Books and papers thrown everywhere.  
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A LANDLADY (60, twilight of her beauty) stands in the doorway 
with a UNIFORMED LAPD.  

LANDLADY
I heard about what happened, so I 
let myself in.  I find this.

MEGAN
When was the last time you were in 
here?

LANDLADY
I dropped off the mail yesterday.  

COLBY
Look like anything’s missing?

LANDLADY
I don’t think so.  But I couldn’t 
really be sure...

MEGAN
You live downstairs.  Maybe you 
heard something last night?

LANDLADY
I took an Ambien before bed.  I’m 
not much help, am I?

Colby picks up a PHOTO, shattered glass in the frame.

ON THE PHOTO.  It’s Danny Roberts with his arm around a girl.  
She’s pretty, in a punkish sort of way.

COLBY
Know who this is?

LANDLADY
Danny’s girlfriend.  Does something 
with computers, I think.  Danny was 
crazy about her...  

MEGAN
Any idea where we can find her?

LANDLADY
They spent most of their time at 
her place... down in San Pedro.
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INT. EPPES’ HOUSE / DINING ROOM - DAY 8 8

Charlie is at the dining room table, flipping through 
Roberts’ NOTEBOOK.  He taps out THE LONE RANGER THEME on the 
table.

ALAN enters, carrying a sack of groceries. 

ALAN
Have you eaten lunch?

CHARLIE
Hmmm.

ALAN
Is that a yes or a hmmm?

CHARLIE
I’m sorry.  What?  

ALAN
I asked if you wanted lunch.  
What’s that you’re looking at?  

CHARLIE
A forecasting system.  Really 
complex.  And I just can’t crack 
the logic of this enabling 
argument... 

ALAN
So take a break.

CHARLIE
I’ll just get a sandwich later.  

Alan unloads a PUNNET OF RASPBERRIES.

ALAN
You sure?  Raspberries look 
delicious.  I bought two baskets.  
Ever since that big thing in the 
news about anti-oxidants, you can’t 
find a blueberry.  But raspberries 
are very cheap.

Charlie snaps his head up, laser focus on his dad.

CHARLIE
What did you just say?
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ALAN
I said raspberries were cheap.

CHARLIE
Because everyone wants blueberries.

ALAN
And here I didn’t think you were 
interested. 

Charlie grabs his stuff off the table, hurries for the door.  
Grabs some raspberries.

CHARLIE
I gotta check something and find 
Don.  But I’ll be home for dinner.

ALAN
Okay...

Charlie is gone.

ALAN
But I’m going out for dinner.

Off Alan, just another day with Charlie Eppes.

EXT. RACETRACK / STABLES - DAY 9 9

Warner and Don are walking past JOCKEYS, TRAINERS and HORSES.

WARNER
So I did a tour in Washington.  
Good for the resume...

DON
But you missed kicking down doors.

WARNER
You only think that because you 
taught me how to kick them down.  

DON
Yeah.  And you had a little problem 
with adrenaline, as I remember

WARNER *
I like to think it’s more of a *
hobby than a problem. *

Don smiles.
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DON
How’d you catch this case?

WARNER
We were running a surveillance on a 
a mid-level supplier, linked to a 
Salvadorian drug cartel.  He liked 
coming to the track, so we came 
with him.

DON
And found Tabakian... 

They’ve reached the STABLES.

WARNER
We’re thinking the drugs and 
Tabakian can’t be coincidence, but 
so far we’ve never seen any product 
at the track.

DON
What about the owner of the 
racetrack?  You tried to get him to 
cooperate? 

WARNER
Maurice Connors?  Track’s a cash 
cow.  Long as it is, Connors 
figures Tabakian’s gonna keep him 
around.

DON
So we shake things up for Connors 
with Tabakian, maybe he rethinks 
things, right?

WARNER
Risky game you like to play...

DON
We all have hobbies, Agent Warner.

She smiles, as they walk inside.

INT. RACETRACK / STABLES - CONTINUOUS10 10

Warner points out MAURICE CONNORS (50) in a dress shirt and 
tie.  He pats the nose of A HORSE, talks to a TRAINER.
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WARNER
That’s him.  How you wanna play 
this?
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DON
You lead.  I’ll shake.

She nods, crosses to Connors.

WARNER
Mr. Connors.

He looks up.

WARNER
FBI.  We’d like to talk to you 
about what happened yesterday.

CONNORS
I don’t know anything about it.

DON
You didn’t know someone was 
murdered at your racetrack?

CONNORS
I’m aware of what happened, but I 
didn’t know the kid. 

WARNER
According to some of your tellers, 
he was a regular.

CONNORS
We have a lot of regulars.  

DON
How many get stabbed during races?

CONNORS
You’re suggesting his death had 
something to do with my racetrack?

WARNER
Maybe with the track’s new 
“management”.

CONNORS
New management?

DON
Ivan Tabakian.

A beat.  Connors goes pale.
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CONNORS
I don’t think I should answer any 
more questions.

Don’s PHONE RINGS.  He answers, listens.

WARNER
You haven’t answered any yet.

DON
Alright.  On my way.

(to Warner)
My brother’s got something.

WARNER
(to Connors)

You know, doesn’t really matter if 
you answer our questions... All 
Tabakian’s gonna hear is that you 
were talking to the FBI.

Warner looks around at TRACK EMPLOYEES, then on Connors,

INT. FBI / COFFEE ROOM - DAY 11 11

Megan looks for HALF & HALF in the fridge.  Colby enters.

COLBY
Got the dump for Danny Roberts’ 
phone.

MEGAN
Anything good?

COLBY
Past month, only called two numbers 
regularly.  First one is a San 
Pedro exchange.  Probably the 
girlfriend.

MEGAN
Get a name?

COLBY
And an address.  For that fancy nav 
system in your Acura.

MEGAN
What about the other one?
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COLBY
An off-track betting place.  
Palomar OTB.

MEGAN
You call them?

COLBY
(jokes)

Nah.  Didn’t seem important.

MEGAN
That’s almost funny, Granger.  What 
did they say?

COLBY
Transferred me to legal affairs.  
They’re happy to cooperate.  Soon 
as I produce a subpoena.

MEGAN
So let’s go talk to the girlfriend.

INT. CHARLIE’S OFFICE - DAY 12 12

Charlie talks to Don and Warner.  He has the NOTEBOOK open on 
his desk.

CHARLIE
I think I know why Danny Roberts put 
so much time into picking second 
place finishers.  He designed a 
system that identifies arbitrage 
opportunities.

WARNER
What does that mean?

DON
Give him a minute.

CHARLIE
It means he was looking for 
bargains.  

WARNER
Bargains?

CHARLIE
The racetrack uses a parimutuel 
betting system.  Market forces 
determine the odds.  
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It was actually invented by a French 
perfume maker in the 1800s--

DON
Charlie.  A little focus.

CHARLIE
Okay, okay.  In parimutuel betting, 
the odds fluctuate according to how 
much is wagered on each horse.  It’s 
like an auction...

ENTER AUDIENCE VISION

A CALLER AT A CATTLE AUCTION reels through the increasing 
bets.  

CHARLIE
The more people there are who want 
to buy something...

RANCHERS signal their bids.  The CALLER keeps upping the 
price.  

CHARLIE
The more expensive it becomes.

Going once... twice... SOLD!

EXIT VISION

CHARLIE
In horse-racing, more expensive 
translates into lower odds.  In 
other words, the lower the odds, the 
smaller the return on the bet.

WARNER
So the favorite is just the horse 
with the most amount of money bet?

CHARLIE
Exactly.  And because everyone is 
focused on picking the winner, 
there’s an active exchange of 
information about the favorite.  
Tips.  News.  Even rumors.  The 
odds end up in line with the return 
on the risk.  It’s an efficient 
market.
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DON
But for a horse no one’s paying 
attention to...

CHARLIE
The market can be highly 
inefficient.  That inefficiency 
creates situations where the 
potential for reward outweighs the 
risk.  Roberts was betting on those 
opportunities.

WARNER
But that still doesn’t explain how 
Roberts won thirty straight bets?

CHARLIE 
No, it doesn’t. 

(a beat, thinking)
Something had to change.  Either in 
his system, or at the track.  

DON
Whatever it was, it got him killed, 
Charlie.

CHARLIE
Well, to figure that out, I’m gonna 
need data from races; test Roberts’ 
system against recent results.

WARNER
How recent?

CHARLIE
Just the races for the past year...

Off Warner, “Just?”...

EXT. BEACH BUNGALOW - DAY13 13

SHARRLYN SMITH sits at a patio table.  Megan and Colby 
opposite.  Smith’s eyes are red, bleary with tears.

SMITH
I write software for an IT company.  
It’s freelance, so I work mostly 
from home.  Danny always stopped by 
on his way back from the races.  
When he didn’t show up...
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COLBY
Can you think of anyone who would 
have wanted to hurt him?    

SMITH
No... I’m sorry...

Smith twists a SMALL, SIMPLE ENGAGEMENT RING on her finger.  
She gets up, goes inside.

MEGAN
How ‘bout I give the just-us-girls 
thing a shot. 

COLBY
I’ll call the office, get a status 
on the subpoena for the OTB. 

INT. BEACH BUNGALOW / KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS14 14

Megan enters, finds Smith.

MEGAN
Had you set a date yet?

SMITH
Next Spring...  We were kind of an 
odd pair.  Danny was outgoing.  I’m 
a little more the geek.

MEGAN
I sorta got something like that 
myself.

SMITH
I don’t understand how this could 
have happened.

MEGAN
Did Danny mention anything about an 
argument with someone at the track?

SMITH
Danny didn’t even talk to other 
people at the track.  He was too 
focused on working his system.

MEGAN
Do you think he could have been 
involved in fixing horse races?
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SMITH
Agent Reeves, most months I had to 
pay Danny’s rent.  If he was 
cheating, wouldn’t he be winning?

MEGAN
He was winning.  Thirty bets just 
this week.

Off the girlfriend, shaken.

INT. FBI / WAR ROOM - NIGHT15 15

CRIME SCENE PHOTOS ON THE PLASMA.  Megan, Don and Warner talk 
about the case.  Colby is on the phone in the BG.

DON
Maybe Danny Roberts was keeping his 
girlfriend in the dark.

MEGAN
She seemed pretty shocked he was 
winning...

WARNER
Wouldn’t be the first time a guy 
tried to hide money from his girl.

MEGAN
But I don’t know... the way his 
landlord described how he felt 
about her, young couple in love, it 
just doesn’t add up.

Colby hangs up the phone, carries over a FOLDER.

COLBY
Doesn’t add up in a big way.  He 
was keeping a lot more than thirty 
bets from her.

Hands the FOLDER to Don.

DON
What’s this? 
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COLBY
Results from the subpoena on 
Roberts’ account at Palomar OTB.  
He set it up a couple weeks ago.  
Made one bet.  

DON
(reads from the folder)

The Pick-Six.

MEGAN
Pick-Six?

WARNER
You have to pick the winner in six 
straight races.  

COLBY
It’s like winning the lottery.  And 
Roberts did it five days ago.

DON
What was his payday?

COLBY
Half a mil’.

MEGAN
Lotta motive for somebody.

COLBY
Or not. 

(beat off Agents)
OTB says Danny Roberts never 
cashed the ticket.    

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

EXT. FBI / BRIDGE - MORNING16 16

TWO SECOND GRAPHIC BUFFER:  Colby and Warner walking.

COLBY
So you know Don pretty well?  

WARNER
You know what Quantico’s like.  You 
get pretty close.  Even to the 
instructors.

COLBY
Hadda be a pretty tough instructor, 
I bet.

WARNER
He was just back from the field...

COLBY
Fugitive hunting?

WARNER
Yeah.  And still getting used to 
being back in civilization.

(a beat)
Any reason you’re asking? 

COLBY
I screwed something up a while ago.

WARNER
Well, I can tell you this much.  
Fact you’re still here, means 
something.  But I wouldn’t count on 
being forgiven twice. 

A beat, Colby considers his fate...

WARNER
So Danny Roberts picks six winners 
for a half a million dollars, but 
doesn’t cash the ticket?

COLBY
Doesn’t make sense.  His girlfriend 
said he was borrowing rent money.
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WARNER
Sounds like he was hiding the 
winnings from someone...

Colby stops, has an idea brewing.

COLBY
Bet too, maybe... 
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WARNER
What do you mean?

COLBY
He’s at the track everyday, right?
So why place a bet online through 
an OTB when he could do it in 
person?

WARNER
Because he couldn’t do it in 
person... 

COLBY
Tellers all knew him...

WARNER
So maybe he wasn’t working for 
Tabakian? 

COLBY
Which might explain why he’s dead.

INT. EPPES’ HOUSE / GARAGE - MORNING 17 17

A BLANK CHALKBOARD.  Charlie and Larry pace between the 
boards.

CHARLIE
Six winners.

LARRY
Six consecutive winners.

CHARLIE
And a streak of thirty wins.  

LARRY
All from a system designed to pick 
the second place horse.  

CHARLIE
It doesn’t make sense.

LARRY
In theory, it should never have 
happened.

They stop pacing.  Alan enters.

ALAN
What’s up with you two?
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LARRY
We have been dealt a paradox of 
theory versus praxis.

ALAN
Is that bad?

CHARLIE
We’re trying to decipher a betting 
system that achieved something it 
wasn’t designed to do.

LARRY
But we are at an impasse having 
reached the limits of our practical 
knowledge of the sport of Kings.

ALAN
Maybe I can help?

CHARLIE
You know about horse-racing?

ALAN
Before I met your mother, I spent a 
lot of time at the track.

LARRY
Never would have pegged you for a 
railbird, Alan.

ALAN
Got hooked when I was a kid.

CHARLIE
How is it I know nothing about 
this?

ALAN
Like I said, it was before I met 
your mother.

LARRY
I take it Margaret was not a big 
fan of the ponies.

ALAN
She was a big fan of college funds.

Alan checks his watch.
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ALAN
But you know what?  We leave now, 
we can get to the track for morning 
workouts.

CHARLIE
Larry?

LARRY  
Count me out.  Horses going around 
a track force me to relive an acute 
childhood trauma.  

ALAN
Really?  What happened?

LARRY
I was seven.  I was at a County 
Fair with my parents.  A ride went 
horribly astray... A man was 
crushed...

CHARLIE
By a horse?

LARRY
A merry-go-round.

INT. FBI / COFFEE ROOM - MORNING 18 18

Don’s grabbing a coffee when Warner pops in with a FILE, 
frustrated.

WARNER
We may be right about Danny Roberts 
not working for Tabakian, but so 
far, I got nothing... Roberts 
bounced a check here and there, but 
there’s no reason to hide money 
from a creditor.

DON
Maybe Charlie’ll come up with 
something.  

WARNER
Back at Quantico, you never really 
talked about your brother.

DON
Chain of command, Warner.  
Supervisors confide up, not down... 
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WARNER
As I recall you never talked about 
yourself with anyone up or down... *

DON *
Back then... Let’s just say I *
wasn’t exactly on my A-game. *

WARNER
And now?  I hear you’re mellowing *
with age. *

DON *
Hey.  I’m not that old. *

WARNER *
I’ve just heard some things about *
you and a certain federal *
prosecutor... *

DON
It’s nothing serious. 

WARNER
Don Eppes with the same woman for 
more than a week.  I don’t know, 
some might call that progress.

DON
My old man sure does.

Warner smiles.  

DON
So, if the kid had no debt and 
wasn’t working for Tabakian then he 
got whacked for some other reason.

WARNER
... You know, we had a witness.  A 
trainer.  He’d been doping horses.  
Injecting an anti-diuretic so a 
horse would retain water, carry 
excess weight.  He was all set to 
testify for the grand jury.

DON
But Tabakian found out.
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WARNER
He had the guy’s hands nailed to a 
stall.  Brought a horse in; had the 
guy kicked to death.  

Off Don,
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EXT. RACETRACK - MORNING 19 19

CLOSE ON A STOP-WATCH.  A SINGLE HORSE breezes across the 
finish line.  Trainers and handicappers note the time.  We 
find Alan and Charlie.  Charlie has a LAPTOP balanced on the 
rail.

CHARLIE
Danny Roberts had a system designed 
to pick the second-place horse...  

ALAN
Because there’s a bias in the 
betting on second place.  You know 
what you’re doing, you can exploit 
that.

CHARLIE
How do you know this?

ALAN
(points to himself)

Railbird.  Remember?

CHARLIE
Took me half a day to work that out 
mathematically.

ALAN
Shoulda come to me sooner.

Charlie measures his Dad.  

CHARLIE
So, handicapping... we’re trying to 
predict how a horse will run at the 
distance of the current race.

ALAN
Exactly.  We have to consider past 
performances, type of horse, track 
conditions, the experience of the 
jockey...

CHARLIE
Actually, we should consider a lot 
more than that.  I’d factor for 
average race speed, interval pace, 
wind speed, time of day, assigned 
weights, gate slot, sun position--
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ALAN
Charlie, you can’t account for 
everything.  

CHARLIE
Sure you can.  If you can think of 
everything.

Charlie turns to one of the BACK PAGES of the notebook. 

CHARLIE
This is what’s confusing... it’s a 
probability adjustment describing a 
dynamic system with hidden states.   

ALAN
Charlie... railbird.  

CHARLIE
It’s something not readily apparent 
to other bettors.

ALAN
In my experience handicappers know 
pretty much everything... That is,  
unless there’s cheating going on.

Charlie considers the notebook.  Smiles at Alan.

CHARLIE
That’s it.

ALAN
What’s it?

CHARLIE
Cheating.  That’s the behavior 
Roberts wrote this algorithm for.

Alan pulls his CELLPHONE from his pocket,

CHARLIE
What are you doing?

ALAN
Next thing you’re gonna tell me is 
you gotta tell Don, right? 

He hands Charlie the phone, 
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INT. LARRY’S OFFICE - DAY 20 20

Megan knocks, enters.

LARRY
Megan?  

MEGAN
May I come in?

LARRY
Yes, of course.  This is... 
unexpected.

MEGAN
I should have called, but I wasn’t 
really sure I was coming, until I 
got here.

A beat.  A little awkward.

MEGAN
Don said Charlie and Alan were at 
the track.  You didn’t go?

LARRY
I find gambling on animals a messy 
business.  I much prefer cards.  
There one finds an appreciable 
structure playing out in a graded 
tensor product space.

MEGAN
Sounds like structure’s pretty 
important to you?

LARRY
I sense that is a more than casual 
inquiry.

MEGAN
I’m thinking what’s going on 
between us is pretty unstructured.

LARRY
We make baryogenesis look 
organized.

MEGAN
I’m sorry?
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LARRY
It’s an asymmetry between matter 
and anti-matter emerging shortly 
after the Big Bang--

(off Megan’s look)
Yes.  Things between us are fairly 
unstructured.

MEGAN
I’m wondering if that’s why you 
haven’t called in a couple weeks.

Another beat while Larry formulates a reply.

LARRY
This... this Us.  It’s a little 
more distracting than I 
anticipated.

Megan closes the distance between them.

MEGAN
I would have thought a guy who 
lives in his car wouldn’t need that 
much structure.

LARRY
It would seem to be a workable 
theory.  But in practice, I... I--

She puts a finger on his lips.  He stops talking.

MEGAN
I’m not making any demands.  

LARRY 
I’m not suggesting you are.

MEGAN
But if it helps, I wouldn’t be 
opposed to a little structure.

LARRY
You wouldn’t?

MEGAN
No, and if you can find a way past 
the distractions, there’s a 
Truffaut retrospective at the 
Egyptian this weekend.  

She gives him a kiss and exits.
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Off Larry, still distracted.

EXT. RACETRACK - DAY21 21

Charlie talks with Don and Alan.

CHARLIE
Originally Roberts system was 
working just fine picking second 
place finishers.  Then something 
happened...

DON
What?

ALAN
Cheating.  My idea actually.

CHARLIE
So the horses who should have been 
winning suddenly stopped winning. 
Which threw off his ability to pick 
the runners-up.  So he made an 
adjustment...

DON
What kind of adjustment?

CHARLIE
Well, he probably noticed that race 
outcomes were consistently falling 
outside the range of realistic 
probabilities.  It’s like the 
weather...

ENTER AUDIENCE VISION:

A GENERIC WEATHER MAP DECORATED WITH CARTOON SUNS AND RED-
LINED HIGH PRESSURE ZONES.

CHARLIE
A forecasting model predicts a heat-
wave.  But instead there’s a freak 
snowstorm.  

A WEATHER CHANNEL-STYLE IMAGE OF A BLIZZARD.

CHARLIE
Once or twice, it’s anomalous.  You 
can’t predict anything perfectly.  

THE MAP IS DECORATED WITH SNOWFLAKES AND COLD FRONTS.
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CHARLIE
But if the pattern is persistent, 
you eventually have to assume there 
are unknown factors to consider...

END VISION

ALAN
Unknown factors like cheating.

CHARLIE
Roberts retooled his system to 
account for the fact the races were 
fixed.  And presto: produced thirty 
straight winners.

DON
Charlie if this is true, then 
Roberts’ system could prove 
Warner’s theory of a gambling scam. 

ALAN
Maybe exposing the cheating is what 
got him killed.

CHARLIE
Dad may be right.  See, I loaded 
all the race data on my laptop, so 
I was able to run every winning 
Pick-Six bet from the past six 
months through Roberts’ algorithm.

DON
And found what?

ALAN
A snowstorm in July. 

CHARLIE
At least, over the past few months.

Charlie holds up THE LAPTOP.

CHARLIE
Five people.  Each one won the Pick-
Six when the races were fixed.  No 
way that’s a coincidence, Don.

INT. FBI / BULLPEN - DAY 22 22

Colby is working.  Megan enters.
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 COLBY
We got something from Charlie.  
Tried to call you.

MEGAN
I know.  I got your message.

A beat, Megan picks up the FILE on Colby’s desk. Then...

MEGAN
I was at Calsci.

Colby thinks a beat, then, realizing,

COLBY
Larry...?

Megan considers Colby, waits for the question.  Colby thinks 
better about asking it.

MEGAN
You really want to ask, don’t you?

COLBY
(yes)

No. 

Another short beat.

MEGAN
I think it’s the unpredictability.   

COLBY
I didn’t ask.

MEGAN
Okay, you didn’t ask.

COLBY
It’s just... You two seem an odd 
fit.

MEGAN
Exactly.  

Something IN THE FILE grabs her attention.

COLBY
What is it?
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MEGAN
Celia Martinez.  It’s her bank 
statement.  She was one of the five 
people Charlie linked to the 
cheating...

COLBY
Yeah?

MEGAN
The last transaction is a transfer 
to an Estate Trust.  Celia Martinez 
is dead.

Colby takes A SECOND FILE, turns to his COMPUTER.

MEGAN
What are you doing?

COLBY
Checking something.

ON THE SCREEN, AS COLBY TYPES, NUMBERS APPEAR:

753-21-8989  

MEGAN (V.O.)
Social Security records... Of the 
other four Pick Six winners...

(Colby hits ENTER)  

RAYMOND WHARTON    ...... DECEASED.

MEGAN
Wharton’s dead too?

Colby opens two more files.  Types in numbers.

ON THE SCREEN, We see the NUMBERS APPEAR.

953-91-4215

Then (hits ENTER)

ROBERT DALTON     ...... DECEASED.

COLBY
They’re all dead.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. FBI / WAR ROOM - NIGHT 23 23

TWO SECOND GRAPHIC BUFFER: FIVE VICTIM PHOTOS on the plasma.  
The war room is BUSY WITH AGENTS.  Don talks with Megan, 
Colby and Warner.

COLBY
I got two overdoses and a fatal hit 
and run.

WARNER
Other two deaths were caused by  
drowning and a fall.

MEGAN
So, all five deaths were 
accidental?  What are the odds of 
that?

DON
About the same as all five winning 
the Pick-Six... We need to assume 
these are homicides.

COLBY
I’ll check with the Medical 
Examiner.  See what they have. 

Colby exits.

WARNER
Tabakian’s gotta be behind this.

MEGAN
(re: victim pictures)

All five won big money on fixed 
races...  He uses these people to 
collect the winnings...  

WARNER
Then kills them so they can’t talk 
about it.  

DON
So we find the money.  Connect it 
back to Tabakian.

MEGAN
Or we bring him in now.
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WARNER
Last time we were this close, 
Tabakian killed my witness.  I 
don’t wanna tip our hand until we 
have enough to put him away for *
good.

DON *
You really want this guy. *

WARNER *
I want to stop the body count. *

INT. EPPES’ HOUSE / LIVING ROOM - MORNING24 24

A man enters from the bathroom in a BATHROBE, drying his hair 
with a TOWEL.  He pulls it away.  It’s LARRY.

Alan enters from the kitchen.

LARRY
Alan, I thank you again for the use 
of the facilities.
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ALAN
I’d say anytime, but you might 
think I meant it.

LARRY
I promise I will not make it a 
habit.

ALAN
I was kidding, Larry.  You know 
you’re always welcome.  

LARRY
Thank you.

ALAN
You ever get tired of this 
intellectual purity thing, I have 
some brochures for a condo 
development.  They’re great 
properties.  While back, I was 
thinking about one for myself.

LARRY
It’s funny you should mention that.

ALAN
How so?

LARRY
I have been rethinking some of my 
assumptions with regards to pure, 
intellectual endeavor.  

ALAN
You figured out grown women won’t 
make-out in the backseats of cars.

Larry smiles.  A little at the joke.  A little at the truth 
of it.

LARRY
I think I may have lost touch with 
certain important aspects of life 
in the real world.

A beat.

LARRY
Plus, my car...  no backseat.
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ALAN
I’ll get you a brochure.

INT. FBI / WAR ROOM - DAY25 25

The PILES OF BACKGROUND MATERIALS are bigger.  Megan and 
Colby are going through them. 

MEGAN
All five victims cleared out their 
accounts with a cashier’s check.

COLBY
Then the checks were cashed at 
banks in Azerbaijan and Armenia.

MEGAN
Through accounts which were 
immediately closed after the funds 
were withdrawn.

COLBY
The money’s a dead end.

A beat.

MEGAN
Five people... different 
neighborhoods, different ethnic 
groups.  There’s no common 
denominator.  

COLBY
Except Tabakian... He found them, 
but how?

MEGAN
What about employment?  Maybe 
there’s a work connection.

COLBY
Raymond Wharton didn’t have a job.

Megan sits up.  On to something.

MEGAN
Neither did Celia Martinez.  

COLBY
Unemployment office is on Main 
Street, just two blocks down.  
Faster if we walk it. 
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Off their hurried exit.

INT. EPPES’ HOUSE / GARAGE - DAY 26 26

As usual, Charlie is scribbling on his boards.  Larry enters.

CHARLIE
Don asked me to see if I could 
connect the Pick-Six winners to 
Tabakian, but there isn’t enough 
data.

Larry is distracted, doesn’t answer.

CHARLIE
Any data-mining algorithm would 
require way more information than 
we currently have...

Larry is paying no attention, and Charlie finally notices.

CHARLIE
Larry!

LARRY
What?

CHARLIE
Did you hear anything I just said?

LARRY
You don’t have enough data to 
connect the people to your mob 
boss.  

CHARLIE
Exactly.

LARRY
Then focus on the data you do have.  
Maybe there’s a way to connect them 
through their bets.

Larry goes back to his pacing.  Charlie stands stunned for a 
beat.

CHARLIE
Larry... That’s brilliant.

Larry waves it off, still not engaging. 
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LARRY
Charles, do you think I require 
structure?

CHARLIE
What is with you?

LARRY
Humor me.  Answer the question.

CHARLIE
(thinking out loud)

Well, on the one hand, you don’t 
have a house.  But on the other 
hand, you eat monochromatically...

A beat, Charlie thinks.

CHARLIE
Do you remember when I was an 
undergraduate in your Quantum 
Physics class.

LARRY
How could I forget?  You wrote a 
variation on Ed Witten’s Heterotic 
Duality that I’m still trying to 
grasp.

CHARLIE
That class was the first place I 
learned about the paradoxes between 
quantum mechanics and general 
relativity.

LARRY
Yes, the two great revelations in 
modern physics create conceptual 
problems when we attempt to 
intertwine them around a single 
explanation of gravity.  A unifying 
theory is the brass ring for a 
physicist.

(a beat)
What exactly are you suggesting?

CHARLIE
That there’s no unifying theory of 
Larry Fleinhardt either.  We all 
have our contradictions.
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LARRY
So I may need structure in my 
personal life even if I succeed in 
my professional life without it?

CHARLIE
I think Megan might be your own 
private gravity.

Larry turns to leave.

CHARLIE
Where are you going?

LARRY
To appeal to your father... I need 
another bath to think this through.

INT. UNEMPLOYMENT OFFICE - DAY 27 27

Megan and Colby stand over REBECCA JAMES (40), a WORK 
SPECIALIST in the Unemployment Office.  James types 
information into her COMPUTER.

JAMES
I have records for all five.  But 
they all went to different job 
centers.

MEGAN
Can you access those databases from 
here?

JAMES
Sure.  Everything’s linked.  I can 
pull up a list of companies that 
each of them interviewed with...

She clicks HER MOUSE a few times.

COLBY
Wait a minute, scroll back up.

MEGAN
See something?

COLBY
Take a look.

ON THE SCREEN: in the middle of a list of companies is NAME 
OF RACETRACK TBD.
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MEGAN
They all interviewed at the 
racetrack. 

(to James)
Do you know who they talked to at 
the racetrack?

JAMES
That sort of thing would only be in 
the original files.

MEGAN
Then we need to see the files.

JAMES
Takes five business days to process 
a request.

INT. CALSCI / CHARLIE’S OFFICE - AFTERNOON28 28

Charlie is pacing, looking as worried as we’ve ever seen him.

CHARLIE
Don!

DON
Hey, what’s going on?  We got here 
as fast as we could.

CHARLIE
(frantic, rambling)

Look, there wasn’t enough data.  
Then Larry said try other data.  So 
I had to rework the algorithm and--

DON
Charlie, slow down.  

CHARLIE
I made improvements to Roberts’ 
algorithm.  Then I went through all 
the race results for the past two 
years.  Not just the Pick-Six.  All 
the betting...

DON
And?

CHARLIE
They were fixing races before they 
started fixing the Pick-Six.  
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DON
What do you mean?

CHARLIE
Well, at first, they were fixing 
races once a month.  Then twice a 
month.  And then more frequently.  
There’s a regular progression in 
the pattern.

WARNER
Charlie, we already know they were 
fixing races...

CHARLIE
But now we know exactly when they 
were doing it.  

(a beat, waiting...)
Don’t you see?  Don, they killed 
the five Pick-Six winners right 
after they got their money.  If 
they were killing those people, 
then what about all the other 
winners of other fixed races?  

WARNER
That would be...

CHARLIE
Eighteen other murders.

DON
That’s a lot of bodies, Charlie.  
The FBI would probably know if Ivan 
Tabakian’s group had killed 
eighteen people.

CHARLIE
Not if they staged the deaths as 
accidents.

WARNER
Do you have the dates?

CHARLIE
The dates?

WARNER
For the fixed races you found.

CHARLIE
Right here.
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Charlie hands over the PAGES he’s been wringing in his hands.

WARNER
Racetrack has to report all wins 
over six-hundred dollars.  We can 
check the IRS declarations, figure 
out who won those bets...

DON
And see if they’re really dead. 

Warner, flips open her NEXTEL, exits.  

DON
Let’s try to stay calm until we 
know what exactly we’re dealing 
with, okay? 

Charlie sits.  Off the brothers...

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

INT. FBI / BULLPEN - NIGHT29 29

TWO SECOND GRAPHIC BUFFER: Colby at this computer, Don looks 
on. 

COLBY
That’s another one.  Not deceased.  
I don’t think we’re looking at 
more bodies.

DON
So what are we looking at?

COLBY
Well, in the first place, it’s not 
eighteen different people...  It’s 
six guys who won a lot of bets over 
the course of the eighteen dates 
that Charlie gave us.  

DON
Six guys... 

COLBY
They gotta be connected to Tabakian. 

DON
Start on backgrounds.  Let’s find 
out how.

Off Don,

INT. EPPES’ HOUSE / BATHROOM - NIGHT30 30

CLOSE ON LARRY.  Fully dressed, he’s sitting on the edge of 
the tub.  Lost in his thoughts...

ALAN (O.S.)
Give up on the water cure?

Startled, Larry looks up, sees...

Alan standing in the doorway of the EPPES’ BATHROOM.

LARRY
It didn’t seem to be helping.  And 
I ran out of hot water.

(a beat)
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Here I am, yet again monopolizing 
your bathroom.  I apologize.  

ALAN
You take as long as you need...  

LARRY
Thank you.

ALAN
You alright?

LARRY
The efforts I’ve made to simplify 
my life are becoming complicated.

ALAN
You know, not too long ago, I was 
worried about Charlie.  I wanted 
him to be able to have a normal 
life.  

LARRY
A challenging goal given the 
circumstances of his genius.

ALAN
That’s what I realized.  Normal may 
not be the right target for 
Charlie.  Maybe for you, simple is 
off the mark.  

LARRY
I can’t recall it ever being 
simple.

CHARLIE (O.S.)
Larry?

LARRY
In here.

Charlie enters, head buried in the NOTEBOOK.

CHARLIE
I need you to look at something for 
me.

(looks up)
Why are we all in the bathroom?

Alan shrugs.  Charlie charges on, hands the notebook to 
Larry.
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LARRY
What am I looking at?

CHARLIE
That’s my question.

(off Larry, confused)
Look closely.  If you didn’t know 
that was evidence in an FBI 
investigation, what would say it 
was.

LARRY
I’m still not sure I get what 
you’re asking...

CHARLIE
Ignore the context of the murder 
and maybe imagine the page a little 
bigger, what does it look like?

LARRY
It looks like a blue book one of my 
teaching assistants has graded.

CHARLIE
That’s exactly what I thought. 

ALAN
A blue book.  You mean one of those 
things you guys use for student 
exams?

CHARLIE
I think someone was helping Danny 
Roberts.  Someone who was checking 
and improving his work.

LARRY
He had an accomplice.

CHARLIE
Who was very talented at math.

EXT. FBI / BRIDGE - MORNING31 31

Colby, carrying FILES, and Warner walking towards the 
building.

WARNER
So, according to Charlie, Roberts 
was getting help on his system. 
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COLBY
If Danny Roberts had an 
accomplice... Then somebody else 
knows about the cheating at the 
racetrack.

WARNER
Which means we still have a witness 
out there.

COLBY
Girlfriend told Megan he worked 
alone at the track.

WARNER
Maybe whoever helped him wasn’t at 
the track...

COLBY
... His girlfriend was into 
computers, writes software.

They enter the building.

OMITTED 32 32

INT. FBI / OBSERVATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS33 33

Don watches Maurice Connors through the glass.

Don and Warner enter.

COLBY
Got the full records from 
Unemployment... Maurice Connors is 
all over their interview cards.

DON
What happened to the five business 
days?

COLBY
I let her hold my gun.

(off Don)
I got a subpoena.

Don considers Connors through the glass.

DON
So Connors is in on this. 
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COLBY
Every one of these Pick Six victims 
went to the track, looking for work 
and Connors steered them straight 
to Tabakian.

WARNER
That’s accessory to murder.  

DON
At least.

Colby hands Don the FILE.  Don exits.

WARNER
Did you get anything on the guys 
who won the bets on fixed races?  

COLBY
Three of them have sheets.  Mostly 
drug related.  

WARNER
Mind if I have a look?

COLBY
File’s on my desk.

Warner exits.  Beyond the glass, Don enters the INTERROGATION 
ROOM.

INT. FBI / INTERROGATION ROOM - A MOMENT LATER34 34

Maurice Connors sits at the table with his attorney, SIDNEY 
BOYD.  

BOYD
I want it noted for the record that 
my client is here voluntarily.

DON
If voluntarily means I didn’t have 
to go out and drag him here, then 
so noted.

BOYD
You have no cause to arrest my 
client.

Don spreads the FILE FOLDERS out in front of them.
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DON
I’ve got five causes... 

(to Boyd)
You know these people, right?

Connors glances at the folder, then at his lawyer.

BOYD
Don’t answer that.

DON
You interviewed them for jobs at 
your racetrack.  

CONNORS
I interview a lot of people.

DON
How many get murdered after they 
win the Pick Six at your racetrack?

BOYD
Maurice, I’m ordering you not to 
respond.

DON
You’re giving him orders?  I 
thought he was the client. 

Don pushes the files towards Connors.

DON
Your signature’s on their interview 
cards.  

Connors looks at the files, realizes...

CONNORS
I had nothing to do with this.

DON
A jury’s gonna take about ten 
minutes to decide otherwise.

BOYD
Maurice, you need to keep quiet.

DON
And you need to shut your mouth. 

BOYD
Let’s go, we’re done here. 
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DON
You walk out the door with this 
guy, you’re walking into a bullet. 

BOYD
You have no right to interfere with 
the representation of my client.

DON
Only he’s not your client, is he?

(then to Connors)
C’mon, who do you think’s paying 
this lawyer? 

Connors looks over at Boyd; sees it’s true.

BOYD
Maurice, don’t make a mistake.

Connors looks at Boyd, beat, then back to Don.

CONNORS
I didn’t kill anyone. 

BOYD
I’m afraid I can no longer 
represent you.

Boyd looks at Don, exits.

DON
You know who his next phone call is 
to, right?

CONNORS
(then)

It was Tabakian.  He asked me to 
keep an eye out for single people, 
no families.  People who could work 
the late shift in his club. 

DON
Why? 

CONNORS
Tabakian told me he was expanding 
his business.  That he’d figured 
out a way to clean their money.

DON
Clean whose money...?
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Just as there’s a knock on the glass --

INT. FBI / OUTSIDE INTERROGATION - CONTINUOUS35 35

Warner waits for Don, with Colby... 

WARNER
You remember I told you how I 
followed a drug supplier to the 
track. 

DON
Surveillance on the Salvadorian 
drug cartel. 

She holds up the A PAGE from the file.

WARNER
Turns out the supplier’s name was 
on Colby’s list of people who won 
money on the fixed races. 

She hands Don the list.

WARNER
Looks like Tabakian was paying for 
drugs by fixing races and 
laundering the money at the same 
time... 

DON
Right.  The drug suppliers place 
bets with dirty money, Tabakian 
cashes them out with clean 
winnings.

WARNER
They even paid their taxes...  
Danny Roberts must have just 
stumbled into this.  

DON
Along with his girlfriend... 

WARNER
Colby and Megan are out in San 
Pedro bringing her in now.

INT. BEACH BUNGALOW - DAY36 36

Megan and Colby stand beside the door to Sharrlyn Smith’s 
place.  It’s ajar, kicked in.  The jamb is splintered.  
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MEGAN
Sharrlyn!  It’s Agent Reeves...

There’s no answer.  They draw weapons...

Inside, the place has been trashed.  BOOKCASES TURNED OVER, 
drawers tossed...

They clear the small house...

Megan stops, puts on a LATEX GLOVE, bends down, DABS HER 
FINGER in something on the floor... (PRODUCTION NOTE:  There 
should be four or five dime to quarter sized drops)

CLOSE ON BLOOD SMEARED ON HER FINGERTIPS.

MEGAN
Hey, Granger...

WIDE ON COLBY, standing over her, look past her to the wall.

COLBY
Look at this.

Megan looks up...

COLBY
That’s blood spatter.

ARTERIAL SPLATTER colors the wall.

MEGAN
Tabakian got here before we did. 

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FIVE

INT. BEACH BUNGALOW - DAY37 37

TWO SECOND GRAPHIC BUFFER: It’s a crime scene now.  The FBI 
FORENSIC GUYS are busy.  Colby talks with Warner.  Megan is 
on her cell.

COLBY
Locals are running a neighborhood 
canvas.  But so far, nothing.

WARNER
They carried a girl’s body out of 
here in broad daylight.  

COLBY
We’re trying to track down 
deliveries, the mailman, anybody 
who might have seen something.

Megan hangs up.

MEGAN
Sharrlyn Smith had a Master’s 
Degree in Math from Stanford.

COLBY
So she was definitely Danny 
Roberts’ accomplice.

WARNER
Which means I just lost another 
witness who could’ve put Tabakian 
away.

Colby’s NEXTEL RINGS.  

COLBY
On our way.

(hangs up)
That was Don.  Techs monitoring 
Danny Roberts’ account at the OTB 
just got a hit...

WARNER
A hit?

COLBY
The half million dollar ticket...  
It just got cashed. 
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INT. HOTEL / HALLWAY - DAY 38 38

Colby & Megan follow a manager down a mid-scale hotel 
hallway.  

MEGAN
Someone transferred the money to an 
off-shore account.  Techs traced 
the transfer to an IP address in 
use at this hotel.

COLBY
Tabakian’s crew must have found the 
login IDs for the account when they 
tossed the girlfriend’s place. 

MEGAN
So they kill our only living 
witness and take back the money. 

COLBY
Why leave a half mil’ on the table 
when you don’t have to. 

They reached the door and wait as the ASSISTANT MANAGER 
slides his PASS KEY through the door lock.

MEGAN
If this is one of Tabakian’s 
crew...

Colby nods, and they draw their weapons.

INT. HOTEL / ROOM - CONTINUOUS39 39

Colby and Megan crash the room.

SHARRLYN SMITH drops a laptop onto the bed.  Raises her hands 
in surrender.  Her HAND IS BANDAGED.

Megan and Colby lower their weapons.  Exchange a confused 
glance.

MEGAN
But you’re... supposed to be dead?

SMITH
I’m sorry, Agent Reeves.  I just 
didn’t know what else to do.
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INT. FBI / INTERVIEW ROOM - DAY40 40

Sharrlyn Smith sits with Megan.
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SMITH
Danny asked me if I’d look at his 
system.  It just... it wasn’t 
working anymore. 

MEGAN
That’s when you realized the races 
were fixed.

SMITH
Cheating was the only way to 
explain the results.  So I wrote an 
algorithm that included a proviso 
for it.  

MEGAN
And suddenly Danny picks thirty 
straight winners... 

SMITH
He never told me he was doing that.

MEGAN
But you had the Pick-Six ticket.

SMITH
We were afraid the Tellers would 
notice he was winning.  But the 
Pick-Six... it would be enough for 
us to start a life together...

A beat.

SMITH
If I’d never worked on his system, 
Danny wouldn’t be dead.

Megan doesn’t have an answer.  Instead,

MEGAN
Why’d you fake your death?

SMITH
They were at my house.  I hid in my 
car.  I waited all day for them to 
leave.  When I saw what they did... 
I panicked.  I thought maybe if 
everyone thought I was dead...  
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MEGAN
Sharrlyn, your algorithm gives us a 
wedge into a major narcotics 
network.  
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Tabakian’s people aren’t going to 
stop looking for you until they 
know you’re not a threat.

SMITH
So what do I do?

MEGAN
You help us... we can protect you.

SMITH
Agent Reeves, they killed Danny in 
broad daylight, in front of a crowd 
of people. 

MEGAN
That’s not going to happen to you.  
Not on my watch...  Help me?

Off Smith, as she nods her assent...

EXT. RACETRACK / ENTRANCE - DAY A41 A41

THREE SUVs pull up in a hurry.  Don, Warner, Colby and OTHER 
AGENTS (in FBI jackets, no tactical gear) get out.  *

WARNER *
(to Don) *

Back at Quantico, it was all about *
the rush for me.  But now... *

DON *
This isn’t Quantico. *

WARNER *
Don’t get me wrong I still like *
kicking down doors. *

DON *
Yeah, me too. *

WARNER *
But it’s more isn’t it? *

DON *
I’m still learning too. *

Colby comes around the car.  Pops his MAG into his gun. *

COLBY *
You guys ready? *

They head into the building. *

NUMB3RS  #306/43  "Longshot"  GOLDENROD Rev  9-12-06     57.
CONTINUED:40 40

MEGAN (cont'd)



EXT. RACETRACK / CLUBHOUSE STAIRS - DAY AB41 AB41

Don leads agents up the stairs.

INT. RACETRACK / KITCHEN - DAY BB41 BB41

Three agents hurry through the kitchen.

INT. RACETRACK / VIP LOUNGE - DAY B41 B41

Tabakian and his CREW are having lunch at Tabakian’s usual 
table.  GARRY sits next to ANDRE... surround Tabakian.

FBI enter.  Some take positions at exits.  Others move on 
Tabakian and his crew.

DON
Ivan Tabakian.  We have a warrant 
for your arrest. 

COLBY
You heard what he said right?  

TABAKIAN
I’m eating my fish.  A nice sea 
bass.  Perhaps this can wait?

Don reaches over, dumps the fish over.

DON
Lunch is over.

Tabakian’s CREW start to rise in protest.  A scuffle ensues.

Don keeps his gun trained on Tabakian.

AN FBI AGENT GRABS ANDRE slams him against the wall.

COLBY TAKES GARRY’S WRIST, turns him, slams him onto the 
table, as...

Once everyone is subdued...

Tabakian puts his napkin on the table, raises his hands.  

TABAKIAN
Alright, alright.  I know the 
drill.

WARNER
No drill, Ivan.  We gotta witness 
you can’t touch.  
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You’re going away, and you’re not 
coming back this time.

DON
On your feet.  Hands behind your 
head. 

Don pulls Tabakian to his feet.
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EXT. MOVIE THEATER / FRONT SIDEWALK - NIGHT41 41

MOVIEGOERS spill out from the theater onto the sidewalk.  We 
find Larry and Megan in the dispersing crowd.

MEGAN 
Might just be my own past talking, 
but I like to think that Antoine 
grows up to be a cop.

LARRY
Did we just watch the same film?

MEGAN
But you never really know how 
things are going to work out, do 
you? 

LARRY
The very definition of prediction.  

MEGAN
So, run me through the schedule 
again.

LARRY
Dinner and a movie every other 
Friday.  And lunch on Wednesdays.

MEGAN
And I get a wild card once a month.

LARRY
To use at your discretion.

MEGAN
And all of this is called?

LARRY
Structured complexity.
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MEGAN
Right... You know, I’m thinking I 
might use my wildcard.

LARRY
Oh yeah?

MEGAN
Thinking sooner rather than later.

Off Megan’s mischievous grin, 

OMITTED42 42

END OF SHOW
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